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Notes

July 24, 1945
At Potsdam Conference Truman asks Stalin for aid in the Pacific War

August 8, 1945
Two days after U.S. drops atom bomb on Hiroshima, USSR invades Manchuria and Korea
Sept. 9, 1945
U.S. accepts Japanese surrender south of 38th Parallel in Korea (USSR controls north of 38th Parallel in Korea)

April 8, 1948
Truman orders US troops to withdraw from South Korea

Aug. 15, 1948
Republic of South Korea (ROK) proclaimed with Syngman Rhee as first president

Sept. 9, 1948
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (Communist North) claims legal jurisdiction over the entire peninsula

Jan. 12, 1950
Dean Acheson (US Sec of State) proclaims Korea and Taiwan outside US sphere of influence
June 25, 1950
North invades South without warning; UN demands that North stop the attack

June 29, 1950
capital of the South (Seoul) falls to the North
June 30, 1950
Truman sends US forces to fulfill the UN demand (General Douglas MacArthur given command of UN Allied Forces)

July 1950
North Korean forces brutally victorious throughout the South

Aug. 1-3, 1950
“Pusan Perimeter” established as a defensive line for the UN and ROK forces

Sept. 15, 1950
Inchon amphibious landings
Sept. 27, 1950
McCarthur given permission to cross the 38th parallel into North Korea
Oct. 14, 1950
First involvement of Communist Chinese forces in the North

Nov. 1, 1950
About 30,000 Communist Chinese become involved

Nov. 27–30, 1950
Four Communist Chinese armies cross over (several hundred thousand Chinese forces now)

Jan. 31, 1951
Seoul again abandoned to the North

April 11, 1951
Truman relieves MacArthur for advocating war against China and widespread use of atomic weapons
June 1951
MLR (main line of resistance) formed, stabilizes by end of year

July 10, 1951
Truce talks start, fighting continues with artillery volleys heavier than WWI or II; war of attrition begins

July 27, 1953
Cease-fire signed at Panmunjom [the war technically still is not over!]

Sept. 4, 1953
Repatriation of large number of POWs begins at Panmunjom


see over

Korean War Casualty Summary (from <http://www.rt66.com/~korteng/smallarms/casualty.htm>)
Country 
Dead 
Wounded 
MIA 
Captured 
Total

S Korea 
227,800 
717,100 
43,500 
? 
984,400

USA 
54,246 
103,284 
8,196 
3,746 
169,365


(33,652 KIA)

UK 
710 
2,278 
1,263 
766 
5,017

Turkey 
717 
2,246 
167 
217 
3,349

Australia 
291 
1,240 
39 
21 
1,591

Canada 
309 
1,055 
30 
2 
1,396

France 
288 
818 
18 
11 
1,135

Thailand 
114 
794 
5 
0 
913

Greece 
169 
543 
2 
1 
715

Holland 
111 
589 
4 
0 
704

Columbia 
140 
452 
65 
29 
686

Ethiopia 
120 
536 
  
  
656

Philippines 
92 
299 
57 
40 
488

Belgium/Luxe 
97 
350 
5 
1 
453

New Zealand 
34 
80 
  
1 
115

South Africa 
20 
  
16 
6 
42

CCF
(China Est.) 
145,000
260,000 
? 
25,600 
430,600


(110,400 KIA)

CCF/NKPR
(US Est.)
Total enemy casualties exceeded 1,500,000, of which 900,000 were Chinese.

Civilians
Countless souls, in both North and South Korea [estimates are several million—RDL]
